
  



Mission: 

Maximize market access and increase demand for Canadian wood 

products through excellence in codes, standards, regulations and 

education. 
 

Members: 



Mission: 

To increase the use of wood products in construction. 
 

Focus: 
Non-residential, Mid-rise & (future?) Bridges 
 

Ç National Program ï overseen 

by CWC 

Ç 95% construction projects 

coverage 

Ç 5 Provinces/Regions  

Ç Guided by Provincial and 

National Committees 

 

 



Lumber System Partners 

ÅCanadian Lumber Standards 

Accreditation Board 

ÅNational Lumber Grades Authority 

Canadian Associations 

ÅForest Products Association of 

Canada 

ÅCWC member associations 

Science 

ÅFP Innovations ï Wood Products 

Division 

ÅNational Research Council 

Governments 

ÅFederal  

Å Natural Resources Canada 

Å Industry Canada (FedNor) 

ÅWED, ACOA 

ÅProvincial 

ÅBCé FII 

ÅABé SRD 

Å Ont .. MNDM, NOHFC  

ÅQBé MRNF 

USA 

ÅAmerican Wood Council 

ÅWPC / WoodWorks USA 

ÅAPA - EWS 

ÅBi-National Softwood Lumber Council & 

Softwood Lumber Council 



Key strategies: 

1. Market access (Codes & Standards) 

2. Make wood easier to use (Technical literature & software) 

3. Position wood as preferred building material in 

construction (WoodWORKS!) 

4. Demonstrate & communicate CWCôs essential value 

proposition (Results speak!) 

 

Itôs all about increased use of wood products!! 

 

 



Building Codes: 

Å Focus on Parts 3 (Fire), 4 (Structural) & 9 

(Housing & Small Buildings) of NBCC 

Standards: 

Å Sustainability 

Å CSA TC on Sustainable Building Practices 

Å ASTM E60 on Sustainability 

Å ISO TC59 SubCty 15 ï Performance 

Criteria ï Housing  

Å ISO TC59 SubCty 17 ï Buildings & Civil 

Engineering Works 

 

 

 



Standards: 

Å Durability & Service Life 

Å CSA TC on Structures 

Å ISO TC59 SubCty 14 ï Design Life 

Å National Fire Protection Association 

Å NFPA 13 Standard for the Installation of 

Sprinkler Systems 

Å USA General Codes & Standards 

 

 

 

 

 



Å To be re-published in 2014 

(previous 1992) 

Å Currently out for public review 

Å Updates: 

Å Engineered for 3 storeys   
(was 2 storeys) 

Å Structural spans now 12m 
(was 8m) 

 

 

CAN/CSA - S406 Standard  



Status: 

Å To be re-published in 2014 

Å Currently out for public review 

Looking forward: 

Å Wood Sub-Committee newly 

established (CWC is Chair) 

Å Members from Ministries of 

Transport (BC, Ontario and 

Quebec) 

Å Focus on generic / innovation 

 

Canadian Highway Bridge Design Code 



Mid-Rise 

ÅMarket sweet spoté 

ÅMajor 2015 National Building Code technical 

initiativeé  

ÅBC + increased heights, areas and occupancies 

ÅPublic comment period starts October 2013 

ÅPublication ï Dec 2015 

ÅSupported by science (FPInnovations & NRC) 

 

 



Tall Buildings 

ÅGame changer for marketsé 

ÅNew construction option (all wood or not!) 

ÅDemonstration project is key! 

ÅMajor 2020 National Building Code technical 

initiativeé  

ÅMust eliminate combustive vs. non-

combustive language 

ÅR&D intensive (FPInnovations & NRC) 

ÅMajor funder support in Canada & USA 

 

 



Bridges 

ÅSignificant opportunity 

Å780,000 bridges in N.A. 

ÅCommittee in place to investigate 

opportunity 

ÅStrategic plan? 

ÅScience? 

ÅWW? 

 

 

 



Major challenges / radar issues: 

ÅLumber properties / effective ñsystemò  

ÅEnsuring proper design values (base 

for Codes) 

ÅCodes & standards: 

ÅGeneral defense of existing markets 

ÅEnergy codes 

ÅScience / new products & building 

systems 

ÅMetrics 

 



Major challenges / radar issues: 

ÅMarkets: 

ÅWW on steroids 

ÅVision (2030 Challenge) 

ÅSupply chain 

ÅQuality assurance / best practices 

(ex. CLT, Fireé) 

ÅEducation 

ÅFunding / Resolve!! 

ÅUSA Positioning 

ÅAssociation: 

ÅExcellence 

 


